



Peru has registered stellar economic performance in the last six years. Growth is expected to remain strong in 2008-09, driven by rising real incomes, investment and robust traditional exports. A new free-trade agreement with the US, and pending ones with Asian and other countries, will further underpin growth. However, Peru also faces new external challenges, such as slowing demand growth globally and in the US, as well as social pressures to improve living conditions at home. 

In this environment, how will policymakers sustain growth while maintaining fiscal balance and low inflation? How will the government meet calls to boost social spending? Is Peru prepared for a reduction in commodity demand? What are the challenges for the implementation of the US-Peru FTA? What investment opportunities are there in the oil and gas sectors? These questions and more will be examined at the conference. 

This Business Roundtable will offer a unique opportunity for the local and international business community to engage Peruvian political leaders in face-to-face debate on their plans and policies. In addition, you will be able to contribute your views about the challenges facing companies based in the country, while listening to what some of the most important business leaders and analysts have to say about meeting those challenges.

Confirmed speakers include:

· Alan García Pérez, President of Peru
· Jorge del Castillo, Prime Minister of Peru
· Julio Velarde, President, Central Bank
· Luis Carranza, Minister, Ministry of Economy and Finance
· Mercedes Araoz, Minister, Ministry of Commerce and Tourism
· Verónica Zavala, Minister, Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications
· Juan Valdivia, Minister, Ministry of Energy and Mines
· Javier Manzanares Gutiérrez, Executive President, Telefónica del Perú y del Ecuador
· Pedro Grijalba, Chief Executive Officer, Petrobras Perú
· Douglas Garfield, Director, Global Customs and Trade, PepsiCo
· Dave Sanborn, Senior Vice-president & Managing Director - Americas, Dubai Ports World
· Michael Reid, Americas Editor, The Economist
· Bronwen Brown, Latin America Analyst, Economist Intelligence Unit
To register, please reply to americas_customerservice@economist.com and reference special invitation code PE-EBW or call Alejandra Velez at (1.212) 698 9747.

